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One of the Flyin trips
Organized annually by
the club
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Introduction
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Introduction
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is now witnessing great
gives great care to the development and improvement of
its citizens. The State encourages Saudi nationals to be
contribute to the development of their nation under the

were behind the idea of establishing the Saudi Aviation
general aviation school at the club in 2006.
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Neither can I forget the contribution of HRH
Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz, may his soul
rest in peace, since 1994. The late Prince
nurtured and supported the SAC project
since it was still an idea on paper; he always
hoped that this project would have a great
impact on our people and would bring with it
.
My interest in offering the idea of
establishing the club to the King arose
out of a personal conviction. I wanted to
provide young Saudis with an opportunity
to join a specialized club where they can
practice this hobby and any related training
programs that would help them serve
their country. Since the Kingdom of Saudi

that the Kingdom should not be lagging

into account security issues and peace
.considerations
SAC, as I perceive, serves aviation amateurs
relies on the development of its own
internal resources obtained from the
services it provides to its members and to
aviation amateurs and enthusiasts as well
as the programs it offers. It is subject to the

We hope that the SAC will become in the
future an important contributor to opening
and increasing job opportunities for Saudi
citizens. We also hope that the club will
open branches throughout the regions of
.the Kingdom
SAC is opening its doors to Saudi youth
to practice their hobby and join training
courses in aviation and its sciences. The
club has a distinguished location as it
beautiful natural reserve located in the
natural forests, wild campsites, and golden
.sands
Worthy of note is that the Saudi Aviation
Club was established pursuant to the
Council of Ministers Resolution no. (217),
entity, aiming to spread aviation culture
and sciences, and to create an appropriate
environment for learning general and sports
aviation activities. SAC used to report to the
Ministry of Defense, but has now become
Aviation in accordance with the Council
of Ministers Resolution no. (189), dated
.12/6/1434H

.
Founder and Chairman of the Board
Sultan bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud
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Thumamah Airport in Thumamah area,
Riyadh. SAC supports various sports
activities related to aviation, namely
general aviation, sports aviation,
paramotoring, and model aircraft. It is also
of Saudi Arabia in the membership of
the International Federation of Aviation
(FAI) and a member of the Aircraft
Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA).
SAC also grants licenses to companies
and organizations to practice training
activities and sale of equipment in all
.sports aviation activities
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The Founding
Idea
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The Founding Idea
The idea of establishing SAC was not
an easy process for HRH Prince Sultan
bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, the founder
and chairman of the board of the club.
It was met by several obstacles and
challenges and required a number of
meetings with the Bureau of Experts
.and the Council of Ministers
In 1421H, the Council of Ministers
approved the establishment of SAC,
upon perusal of the correspondence
that included cable no. 1/1/4/8/1/1095,
dated 27/5/1415H, by HRH Prince
Second Deputy Prime Minister and the
Minister of Defense and Aviation and
rest in peace, entailing the request
to permit the practice of the hobby
of paragliding and the proposal to
.establish the Saudi Aviation Club
The procedures and various meetings

achieve this dream. By this project,
HRH Prince Sultan hoped to spread
the hobby loved and favored by all
people, especially our youth, who
.determination and high energy

13

14

Laying the foundation stone
in the Kingdom under the
auspices of King Salman bin
.(of Riyadh (2006
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Founding Decision
,The Council of Ministers
Upon perusal of the correspondence of
5/B/8322, dated 3/6/1415H, including cable
no. 1/1/4/8/1/1095, dated 27/5/1415H, by HRH
the Second Deputy Prime Minister and the
Minister of Defense and Aviation and the
to permit the practice of the hobby of
paragliding and the proposal to establish the
;Saudi Aviation Club
Upon perusal of Minutes no. (183), dated
6/6/1420H and Minutes no. (232), dated
;7/7/1421H, drafted by the Bureau of Experts
And upon perusal of the Recommendation
;
:Has resolved as follows

:First
Approval of the establishment of the Saudi
entity with legal personality to practice
;various aviation activities and hobbies
Other aviation clubs may be established
with the permission of the Ministry of
Defense and Aviation in accordance with
certain controls to be set by such clubs
after coordination with the relevant
agencies and pursuant to applicable legal
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Second: The Club may open branches
to practice all or some of its activities with
the approval of the Ministry of Defense
and Aviation after coordination with other
competent agencies. It may also participate
in projects within its scope of competence for
.the development of its resources
Third:
:include the following
Enable aviation amateurs to practice
•
various aviation activities, including
;paragliding
;Spread aviation culture and sciences

•

•
;aviation and teach aviation sciences
•
technical institutions specialized in aviation
and its sciences, and with other aviation
;clubs
Develop talents in aviation and in
•
;aviation industry and engineering
Hold seminars on aviation and
•
participate in air shows and local and
international exhibitions, after coordination
;with the competent agencies
Keep, maintain, and operate aircraft
•
owned by third parties pursuant to
;contracts with the concerned party
•
;coordination with the competent agencies
•
.conjunction with the competent agencies

17

Fourth: The club shall have a general
assembly and a board of directors whose
governing regulations shall be set forth in
the Statute of the Club to be approved by
the Minister of Defense and Aviation after
coordination with other competent agencies.
The Minister of Defense and Aviation shall
.Club for a period of three years

Fifth: The practice of aviation activities
shall be subject to civil aviation laws and
instructions and to other related laws
without prejudice to the nature of the
relevant activity. The Ministry of Defense
and Aviation, with the participation of other
competent agencies, shall set a special
.statute for activities so requiring

Sixth: The resources of aviation clubs
shall consist of member contributions and
subscriptions, gifts, donations, fees paid for
services provided by the clubs, and resource
development programs and investments
;subject to the purposes of these clubs
Seventh: In cases not provided for in
these rules, the said clubs shall be subject
to the statutory provisions in force against
.persons with a similar legal personality
Eighth: Safety and security standards
will be observed towards persons practicing
aviation as a hobby and other relevant
.of the licensing controls granted
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:
The general assembly and board
•
of directors of the club were set up, and
the club, which was approved upon its
foundation by HRH Prince Sultan bin
Abdulaziz, has now developed provisions

so requiring. In cases not provided for in
these rules, these clubs will be governed
by the applicable statutory provisions in
force against persons with a similar legal
.personality

Authority of Civil Aviation is currently
entitled to appoint the board of directors
.of the club

It is of crucial importance to
•
emphasize the observation of security and
safety standards for persons practicing
general and sports aviation activities, and

Practice of general and sports
•
aviation activities is subject to the
laws and instructions promulgated by
as well as other related laws, without
prejudice to the nature of the relevant
Aviation, with the participation of other
competent agencies, will be entitled to
establish a special statute for activities

parties as part of the licensing controls
.granted
The resources of aviation clubs will
•
be composed of member contributions and
subscriptions, gifts, fees paid for services
provided by the clubs, and resource
development programs and investments
.subject to the purposes of these clubs
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period. The runway is 41 thousand feet

up the master plan for the development
and investment of Thumamah Airport,
establishment of an aviation school, and
.construction of aircraft hangars on the site

After announcing the
establishment of the
pursuant to the Council of Ministers
Resolution no. (217), dated 8/9/1421H, as
great support and generous care from King
this made it easier for the club to achieve its
desired goals. One of the most prominent
transformations in SAC history was the
signing of the contract whereby the club
.site was located in Thumamah
The contract was signed between HRH
Prince Salman bin Abdulaziz, the then
of the Supreme Commission for the
Development of Riyadh, and Chairman of
the Supervisory Committee of Thumamah
Board of Directors of the Saudi Aviation
Club, to locate the club site in Thumamah
aircraft hangars, administrative buildings,
and the allocation of a place to remote
control aircraft, for a period of 50 years,
including the design and implementation

The Royal Commission for Riyadh City has
considered SAC as a complementary feature

several goals, namely the optimal utilization
of the current Thumamah Airport, which
.contains a runway with all its facilities
In addition to providing an opportunity for
learning aviation, SAC is considered a tourist
activities attract many public audiences.
SAC will endeavor to spread its branches
throughout the Kingdom, and will provide its
.services to those interested in aviation

:following facilities
Schools providing all activities of
•
;sports and recreational aviation
Independent clubs for different air

•
;sports

Several different activities,
•
including the following: pilots and aircraft
paragliding, remote control aircraft,
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The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques,
may Allah protect him, during signing
the contract for the development of
Thumamah Airport, in his capacity as the
Chairman of the Supreme Commission for
.the Development of Riyadh at that time
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Vision
SAC aims to facilitate and encourage the
practice of general and sports aviation
activities related to the highest levels
of quality and safety standards and to
effectively contribute to the development of
the general and sports aviation sector in the
Kingdom, by building strategic partnerships
with local and international aviation
.institutions
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Mission
and establish quality through the highest standards of
operation and safety, while providing the public with an
opportunity to participate in its various activities. For this
:purpose, the mission of the club is based on the following
Providing an opportunity for learning general
.1
and sports aviation activities and the technological and
;technical specializations of aviation
Disseminating aviation culture and sciences among
.2
;all society members
Organizing the participation of club members in
.3
the activities of public and sports aviation events at both
;the local and international levels
Enabling the use of Thumamah Airport and
.4
its facilities for practicing general and sports aviation
;activities
Holding general and sports aviation forums and
.5
;participating in aviation exhibitions
.6
;sports aviation
;Keeping, maintaining and operating aircraft

.7

.8
.with the competent agencies
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Board of Directors
The Board of Directors of the Saudi Aviation Club has been
chaired by HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman bin Abdulaziz since
its inception and until the present time. Several different
boards assumed responsibility for managing the club
over the past years, and they all had an important role in
.planning and developing strategies
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:
Enable trained aviation amateurs and enthusiasts to practice
•
;various aviation activities
;

•
•
;aviation and its sciences, and with other aviation clubs
;

•

Hold seminars on aviation and participate in air shows and local
•
;and international exhibitions after coordination with competent agencies
;Keep, maintain and operate light aircraft

•

•
.with the competent agencies
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Aircraft Hangars
SAC provides aircraft hangars to hold all types of aircraft:
gyrocopters, light sports aircraft, and other various types of
aircraft. It also guarantees the security and safety of aircraft
and their ancillary equipment and towing the aircraft to and
.aircraft on the outer apron at very competitive prices
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Jet Fuel
SAC provides several types of jet fuel,
.including

Maintenance Services
SAC offers a full set of maintenance and
inspection programs, and provides the
upgrades required for all private and sports
aircraft and gyrocopters, in accordance with
the regulations and maintenance schedules
for each aircraft as recorded in its register.
Maintenance services may be provided
annually based on a contract between SAC
and the aircraft owner, or at the request
conditions, bearing in mind that SAC members
receive special prices for annual aircraft
.maintenance contracts

Aviation
SAC provides support services to
•
its individual members, professionals and
aviation enthusiasts in all air operations at
.Thumamah Airport
An SAC member obtains access to
•
Thumamah Airport and facilities for aviation
purposes, and can have access to services
.at competitive prices
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It is an individual sport in which a person
a powered parachute; it requires
courage, intelligence, willpower and high
balance by relying on air masses within
a long time. Therefore, the parachute is
provided with some meters to help the
pilot determine height, direction and air
velocity, in addition to a meter indicating
how well the wings are balanced and their
horizontal position. Some parachutes can
may travel distances of up to 150 miles and

attracting many fans to practice it, and
many world championships are held for this
.sport

Ultra-light Sports
Vehicles
sports
aviation is an individual and tandem sport
lightweight lower wheels connected to an
by high performance, balance and ability to
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to paramotors. This sport is usually used for
.recreational purposes

Model Aircraft
SAC provides the opportunity to use airport
facilities for model aircraft. A model aircraft
.existing or imaginary aircraft
Model aircraft are remotely controlled within
the line of sight range and are operated

models range from simple toy gliders
to powered mini models made of materials
such as balsa wood bamboo, plastic,
are bound with tissue paper or mylar cover.
Some of them can be very large, especially
.a proposed real design

an aircraft, helicopter, or air balloon, then
military tactic and then with the passage
.championship for this sport was held in 1997

Other types include wing suiting, canopy

32

33

34

These programs are offered in light of SAC vision and
aspirations aimed at spreading the culture of aviation and
contributing to enabling the ambitious generation of young
.which is part of the social responsibility of the club
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SAC periodically offers a number of
aviation and air safety in order to raise
of operational safety for club members

.are offered all over the year

In addition to the training programs
offered by SAC, the club launches an

SAC members and owners of light and
sports aircraft participate with their
aircraft. These participants travel to
various regions of the Kingdom in order
to introduce the general aviation activity
to the public, represent this sector, and
.spread its culture to society
The duration of the visit to each city lasts
so that the nationals and residents of
the region can go and enjoy watching and
getting acquainted with aircraft and have
the opportunity to get an introductory
.

These are regular lectures on various
topics
lectures aim to educate the public about
.
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As part of its social responsibility, SAC hosted a number of
charities throughout the year, such as the “Insan Society”,
and arranged visits for orphan children on a rich day of
events and fruitful activities. The club also hosted the “Jesser

.private aircraft
These activities are directed to families and children who
are members of these societies. SAC invites them to spend
a recreational day at its headquarters in Thumamah where
they can learn about the shapes of aircraft and can board
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The Board of Trustees of the National
Aviation Academy includes Prince Sultan
bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, as Chairman and
and organizational and administrative
responsibilities; it enjoys full power and
authority to achieve its goals. The Academy,

as Deputy Chairman. The Board member
include: Captain Ayed Al Qasimi, from the
Saudi Aviation Club; Captain Mohammed

to provide advanced and intensive training
Dr. Fahad Al Tuwaijri, from the Technical and

female Saudi pilots, and provide them with
the competencies and expertise required

Bin Abdulrahman Al Shammari, from Saudi
Arabian Airlines; Fahad bin Abdul Mohsen
Al Rasheed, from King Abdullah Economic

.sustainable job opportunities for them

Economic Cities Authority; and retired
Saudi Company For Technical Development
.and Investment
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Events and
Activities
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Events and Activities
types. Based on the societal relationship between the club and aviation
amateurs, and to achieve the vision of HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman, the
founder and chairman of SAC Board of Directors, the idea of organizing
dignitaries, presidents of companies and aviation amateurs. They also
provide the attendees from the different regions of the Kingdom and the
Aviation Forum has become one of the important annual events for aviation
.
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gathering for general aviation under the

The second forum aimed to introduce
general aviation to the public and to provide
an opportunity for companies, related
sectors and the different aviation schools to
present the services they can offer to those
.interested in aviation

which witnessed a mass presence of families
and individuals and included air shows, most
.notably the 3D show and paragliding shows
launched on 15 January 2017. The Forum aimed
this time to demonstrate full support for
the young and promising Saudi capacities
On January 8, 2016, SAC inaugurated its 2nd

represented one of the aspects of achieving

turning it into an important event in the
Saudi capital, Riyadh, based on the success

aviation is an important and vital sector in
.

which witnessed a massive presence of
general and sports aviation enthusiasts from
.all over the Kingdom
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.Aviation

Aviation Forum was launched. This version
of the Forum witnessed developments in
events and organization and an expansion of
participation and shows. The most prominent
objectives of the 4th Forum included the
following: Contributing to the spread of
general aviation culture and science among
pilots and various groups of society in the
Kingdom; exchanging experiences; and
providing the public with an opportunity to
have an access to the services offered by SAC
aviation in particular; and the practice of
services offered by aviation schools licensed

These activities aim to enhance the vision
of HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman, president
and founder of the club, which always aims
to spread the culture of aviation and apply
its activities in the local community, as well
as to answer the questions of the public

.
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year to the city of Hail, passing through
In the period between 2018 and early
.
to a number of regions in the Kingdom,
SAC has introduced a new activity other
arranged to the cities of Hail and Medina.
SAC presented air shows in these regions,
endeavored to spread the culture of aviation
to the public, and participated in local events
.

In light of the tangible success and social

lectures on various aviation topics in which

are available to the public without any
conditions, and their times are announced
.through SAC accounts on social media
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local businesses under one roof to exchange
business transactions, and have access to
the latest developments in the world of
aviation and space in general. Further, the
goals of the exhibition comply with the
.
the participation of more than 80 aircraft
of various types: commercial, private,
It also exhibited a number of different
communication systems, radar systems, and
.airport security systems

Saudi International Airshow
In March 2019, HRH Prince Faisal bin Bandar
and HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman bin
Abdulaziz, Chairman of the Saudi Space
Commission and founder and president
of the Saudi Aviation Club, launched the
biggest aviation exhibition in the Middle
East, namely the Saudi International
Airshow, which was held on an area of
more than 100,000 square meters at SAC
.headquarters at Thumamah Airport
The launch of Saudi Airshow, as it is called,
represented a new leap in the world of
aviation in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as
it adopted a different idea from the aviation
forums organized by SAC on a regular basis.
Saudi Airshow is a commercial idea that
aims to increase the prosperity of the Saudi

airshows presented by 75 aircraft. Besides,
the Royal Saudi Air Force participated in the
exhibition with 25 aircraft in air and ground
shows, in addition to aircraft from the Royal
Saudi Land Forces, the Royal Saudi Navy
.
The Saudi Falcons team performed air
shows during the exhibition, which was
accompanied by a military air show that
other aircraft including Tornado, Typhoon,
.
Emirates Airlines showed in Saudi Airshow
its Airbus A380, the largest aircraft in
Etihad Airways also displayed its Boeing
787 commercial aircraft, and Saudi Airlines
exhibited its Airbus 320, which is equipped
with advanced satellite communications
.
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Hosting the World Air
Sports Federation
SAC hosted representatives of the member
states of the Microlight and Paramotor
Commission (CIMA) of the World Air Sports
Federation (FAI) in Riyadh during the period
develop the practice of paragliding activities,
in accordance with the newly introduced
laws and regulations, and to enhance the
security and safety of those practicing such
.activities
This meeting was held as per the directives
of HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman, the
founder and chairman of the Board of
Directors of SAC, to enhance cooperation
with FAI and host its meetings in the
Kingdom as a step towards strengthening
the relationship between the two sides, as
well as contribute to the development of
the practice of general and sports aviation
.activities
SAC organized a tour for FAI representatives
in the city of Riyadh, which included visiting
Museum, and Thumamah Airport. The
guests also had access to the services
.provided by the club to its members
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Watch the movie

The “Arabian Winds”
is a short documentary movie about a
tour undertaken by HRH Prince Sultan
bin Salman, Chairman of the Saudi Space
Commission and founder and President of
the Saudi Aviation Club, and HRH Prince
Bandar bin Khalid Al Faisal, the managing
director SAC.

